9-23-2003

Project:  Investigate the physical, legal, financial and social aspects of paving 

Edwin road in the high use area between the Purple Sage Ranch (Miraval        stables) and Justin Lane.

Purpose:  Reduce airborne contaminants, dust, and vehicular wear and tear.

Intended Result:  Reduce respiratory disease, allergies, cleaning time, electronic failures 

      and vehicle repair cost.

Discussion:  Edwin Road is a private road intended for use by area residents.  The property owners bordering this road have granted an easement for access.  It has become evident that with the increased traffic on the road (both legal and illegal) that more dust is polluting our bodies and homes.  Considering the fact that clean air is one of the primary requirements for health and one of the primary reasons many of us moved here, it appears the time has come to address this issue.  I am personally aware of at least nine owners who have expressed an interest in reducing the unnecessary health hazard that dust presents. Perry Sublette has prepared a great starting outline for us to work from.  A copy has been enclosed.  

As nobody else appears to want the opportunity to lead this foray into community development and public scrutiny I have reluctantly agreed to get the ball rolling.  I would like to emphasize that this is a community problem and it will take your involvement if it is to be resolved. From my vantage point on the hill at 5880 I can see the dust cloud hanging ¼ mile to the north and south of Edwin road very clearly.  When you are in the actual area it is not so easily seen.  While I don’t live there, I do own and work in the area, (farm at 5310) and have family and friends there also.  

I think most people would agree that if drivers on the road would simply slow down to 10-15 MPH there wouldn't be a need to have this discussion but they won’t.  Please read the enclosed information and write down your own list of considerations, and we’ll all get together in the near future to resolve this problem.  Talk to your neighbors and find out what their feelings are. Give them a copy of this and get them involved.  Like it or not we are a community.  Without organization we are like a ship at sea without a rudder, helpless to control our direction and destiny.  

Please call me at 818-2474 to voice your opinion as to the viability of the project, your level of financial commitment and to help determine an appropriate meeting time to get us all together to discuss this important issue.

Sincerely,

Dan E. Willhite

